Mir Shamsud-Din Muhammad Iraqi
A Saint, Reformer, and Institutional Builder in Medieval Kashmir

Abstract

This article examines the life and legacy of Mir Shamsud-Din Iraqi, a prominent
Noorbakhshi Sufi saint, reformer, and institution builder who played a transformative
role in medieval Kashmir. Drawing primarily on Tohfatu’l-Ahbab, it argues that Iraqi’s
success lay in combining spiritual leadership with jurisprudence, social welfare,
education, and institutional development. Through the establishment of mosques,
khangahs, and wagf-based endowments—particularly at Zadibal—he created
enduring religious, educational, and welfare structures that embedded Noorbakhshi
teachings within Kashmiri society. Supported by influential nobles such as Musa
Raina and the Chak chieftains, Iraqi promoted legal and ritual reforms while building
a sustainable network of disciples and institutions. Despite later persecution and
political upheavals, these foundations ensured the resilience and continuity of the
Noorbakhshi order. His career demonstrates how Sufi charisma could be
transformed into lasting social, religious, and legal institutions, making him one of the
most influential architects of Kashmir’s religious and social history.

Introduction

In the history of Kashmir, few figures have left as enduring and profound an imprint
as Mir Shamsud-Din Iragi. Born in 15th-century Iran, Mir Iragi was a devoted follower
of the Noorbakhsht Sufi tradition — a mystical-juridical school that combined spiritual
devotion, jurisprudence (figh), and institutional order.

With the Persian tazkirah Tohfatu’l-Ahbab (16th century), later translated into English
by Kashi Nath Pandit, we possess a principal contemporaneous biography that
narrates Mir Iraqgi’s journey from Iran to Kashmir, his missionary efforts, his network
of disciples, and the socio-political transformations he helped effect.

This essay explores Iraqgi’s role as spiritual leader, social reformer, and institutional
founder — arguing that his success lay in converting charismatic spirituality into
structured social, religious, and legal institutions within Kashmir.

The Noorbakhshi Doctrine, Figh, and Institutional Vision

Mir Shamsud-Din Iraqi belonged to the Noorbakhsht Sufi order — a tradition rooted
in the teachings of Mir Sayyid Muhammad Noorbakhsh — characterized by the
inseparable union of Sufism and jurisprudence. Tohfatu’l-Ahbab presents Mir Iraqi
not merely as a mystic, but as a scholar of figh, an exponent of an organised legal-
spiritual order, and a teacher committed to transmitting both inward devotion and
outward ritual-legal discipline.

This dual orientation — spiritual depth and juridical clarity — defined the ambition of
Mir Shamsu-Din Iragi’s mission: to reconfigure social life not simply through personal
piety, but via institutional and communal structures. The mosques & khangah,
endowed lands, and trained disciples were the practical scaffolding of this vision.



Arrival in Kashmir, Reforms, and Institution-building

According to Tohfatu’l-Ahbab, Mir Shamsud-Din Iraqi’s first recorded entry into
Kashmir dates to A.H. 882 / A.D. 1478, with subsequent visits and ultimately longer
stays. The biography emphasizes wide reception: nobles, commoners, dervishes,
and seekers of religious knowledge flocked to his khangahs and gatherings.

Rather than pursuing conversion solely through personal charisma or miracle
narratives, lIraqi’'s strategy combined hospitality, instruction, and legal-spiritual
training, giving his movement roots in social networks rather than transient devotion.
The text of Tohfatu’l-Ahbab repeatedly explains that mere following was insufficient.
For the Noorbakhsht mission to survive beyond one generation, it needed economic
resources (endowments), protected social spaces, and trained human capital in the
form of students & disciples. Hence, he began to secure endowments and founded
his central base at Zadibal — a strategic move that would deliver long-term stability.

Institutionalization: The Khangah Noorbakhshia at Zadibal

One of Mir Iraqgi’'s most significant social innovations was the transformation of
spiritual following into an institutional economy. Tohfatul Ahbaab recounts how
prominent nobles — among them key patrons like Malik Musa Raina — devoted
lands, orchards, and moveable property to sustain the khangah and its inhabitants.
This shift from temporary patronage to wagf-based endowment was crucial. It meant
that the livelihood of Sufis and dervishes, students, and preachers did not depend on
ad hoc charity or unstable favor, but on an enduring property base. The Zadibal
khangah thereby became the nerve centre of Noorbakhshi presence in Kashmir: a
site of learning, lodging, and welfare distribution.

Multifunctional role of Mosques and Khanqgahs
The mosques/khangahs under Mir Iraqi were not simply prayer/spiritual places. They
served as:
e Educational centers, where students learned Islamic fundamentals,
Noorbakhsht figh and Sufi praxis
e Welfare institutions, providing food, shelter, and support for dervishes,
students, travelers, and dependents
e Juridical and ritual centres, regulating community life under Noorbakhshi
norms
This multifunctionality made the khangahs social anchors — turning what might have
remained a limited mystical circle into an organised community embedded in
Kashmir’s social fabric.

Jurisprudence, Legal Reform, and Social Transformation

Mir Shamsud-Din Iragi’s reform was not limited to personal piety. He pioneered a
form of legal-ritual reform grounded in in the figh of Noorbakhshi Islam. The
biography describes how he or his trained disciples intervened in local disputes,
advised rulers and notables, and influenced judicial and ritual practice.

Under his influence, local jurisprudence, ritual norms, and even customs of
community life began reflecting Noorbakhshi interpretations. This legal-spiritual



overlay helped embed the order’s influence not only among his followers but among
the broader populace.

In effect, Aragi’'s movement became a parallel legal-spiritual system, offering an
alternative to pre-existing jurisprudence in Kashmir.

Role of Kashmiri Nobles in Promoting Norbakhshia

The success of Mir Iragi in Kashmir rested heavily on the support of his followers
within Kashmiri nobles. The biography places at the center of this alliance network
several key nobles whose support made the institutional vision viable. Among these:

Malik Musa Raina: As the chief political patron, Musa Raina transferred property
including lands at Zadibal and funds to support the khangah and Mir Iraqi's
household. Musa Raina, who became the Prime Minister of Kashmir under Shahmiri
dynasty, gave gardens, orchards, and moveable wealth to Mir Iraqi and that his
political influence sheltered the movement and allowed it to expand its social base.
These gifts were not marginal acts of piety but structural transfers that underwrote
the Noorbakhsht institutional economy.

Nobles of Chak Tribe: The prominent chieftains form the Chak tribe including Malik
Kaji Chak, Daulat Chak, Ghazi Chak emerge both as converted nobles and as
institutional entrepreneurs. The book Baharistan-i-Shahi records Mir Iraqgi’s symbolic
bestowing of his turban to Kaji Chak (an event that functions as a legitimating ritual
in the text) and notes Kaji's foundation of important khangah structures such as the
Khangah-i-Shah Hamdan. Kaiji Chak’s role in promoting Noorbakhshi Sufi order and
jurisprudence is thus both symbolic and concrete: he used political authority to give
the order public standing. In later, more turbulent years, Malik Daulat Chak served as
restorer and protector who defended the community during later periods of crisis and
helped rebuild religious-institutional infrastructure when damaged.

These alliances testify to Mir Iraqi’s pragmatic capacity: he did not see himself as
separate from politics, but as a moral-spiritual actor whose mission needed real
political and economic backing. In that, his approach reflects a sophisticated model
of spiritual-institutional statecraft.

Crisis, Persecution, and Resilience

As with many religious movements, the Noorbakhsht order experienced periods of
hostility, persecution, and institutional disruption after the demise of Mir Shamsud-
Din Iraqi. Tohfatu’l-Ahbab records episodes of desecration, destruction of khangahs,
and violent suppression of followers during the tyrannical rule of the central Asian
warlord, Mirza Haider Doghlat.

Yet, crucially, the same text narrates recovery. patrons and disciples rebuilt
damaged shrines, restored endowments, and reassembled their communities. This
resilience was not accidental. It stemmed directly from the institutional and economic
foundations Iragi and his supporters had laid. When physical structures were
destroyed, the waqf foundations, loyal supporters, and network of disciples ensured
rapid reconstruction. Thus, the Noorbakhshi movement survived not because of
ephemeral fervor, but because of sustainable social structures.



Social Welfare, Education and Community Building

Beyond ritual and legal transformations, the mosques and khangahs built under Mir
Iragi served as centres of social welfare and community support. The book describes
pensions, food-distribution, lodging for travelers, and support to students and poor
people. Through these actions, the Noorbakhsht order became a social institution,
not merely a spiritual circle — extending hospitality and care, offering education and
legal protection, and creating a sense of belonging among previously disparate
groups.

Over time, khangahs produced trained cadres — dervishes, preachers, instructors,
and judges who expanded the order’s presence across Kashmir. This process of
social reproduction helped embed Noorbakhshi Islam deeply into the valley’'s
religious landscape.

Mir Iraqi: A Reformer as Much as a Mystic

When evaluated against the standards of social reform, Mir Iragi emerges less as a
peripheral mystic than as a founder of social institution. His achievements combined:
Doctrinal clarity (Noorbakhsht teaching and figh)

Institutional infrastructure (mosques and khangahs with endowments)

Social welfare and education

Political alliances and patronage

Legal-ritual reform and community re-organization

In combining these elements, Mir Aragi transformed what might have been an
individual path of devotion into a collective movement with lasting socio-religious
impact. His work demonstrates the capacity of charismatic spirituality to be
translated into sustainable social order — a model of medieval religious reform that
deserves to be studied within the broader literature of Islamization and Sufi
institutionalization in South Asia.

Conclusion

Mir Shamsud-Din Iraqgi stands as a unique figure in Kashmir's religious history, not
only as simply a mystic or preacher, but also a social architect. Through doctrinal
teaching, political alliances, economic endowments, educational and welfare
institutions, and juridical reform, he laid the foundations for a stable and lasting
Noorbakhsht presence in Kashmir.

The survival of Noorbakhshi order and his institutions in subsequent decades,
despite periods of persecution and political change, testifies not only to the charisma
of the saint but to the solidity of the social and religious structures he helped build.
For historians of medieval Islam in South Asia, Mir Iraqi’s life is a case study in how
Sufi charisma may be institutionalized — how spiritual light can be turned into social
scaffolding.
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